"Spontaneous" perilymph fistula: a case report.
A surgically documented case of barotrauma-induced perilymph fistula is presented in this case report. A brief review of the literature on this entity confirms the difficulty of making a definitive preoperative diagnosis in most instances. Clinical, audiometric, radiologic, and intraoperative findings are presented, and the classic presumed mechanisms for this uncommon cause of sudden sensorineural hearing loss are discussed. The presence of intact evoked otoacoustic emissions in an ear demonstrating a severe cochlear-type loss was considered helpful in narrowing the differential diagnosis in this case, and may suggest a productive avenue for future study.